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Importance of rural jobs stressed

«Hillgeapnla

‘frightening’

levelopment
planned for Thorn-

ombe had
‘frightened the hell
out of the village”
t-Col Hugh Gibson
old a meeting of
Dorset’s county
planning committee.

been very productive.

Feasibility studies on pos-
sible schemes at Thorn-
combe, Mosterton and Sea-
borough had ruled out their
conversion, but there had
been a steady flow of
inquiries from owners for
advice and assistance. There
were some private schemes
under way.

Structure Plan villages could
be doubled overnight.

He asked whether it would
be possible to amend the
Structure Plan at this state,
without waiting for the
review, to reduce the impact
of putting large numbers of
houses on villages like
Thorncombe.

The real snag, he pointed

more help to district councils
to try and control develop-
ment. It is the size and scale
of some developments which
is frightening some villages.
If it had been a smaller
application with some low-
cost housing and a few
workshops we should not
have had these problems at




